REPORT   FOR   1857,

TTTE Hakluyt Society, on this Anniversary, has completed
the tenth year of its existence, during which time it is
hoped that it has not unworthily fulfilled the purpose for
which it was established.
It is with the deepest regret that the Council have to
record the loss which the Society, in common with the
whole literary world, has sustained by the decease of the
Earl of Ellesmere. His Lordship was for seven years one
of the Vice-Presidents of the Society, and at all times took a
great interest in its labours. It is not here the place to
dwell on the virtues, talents, and amiable deportment which
characterized that excellent and greatly respected nobleman.
They are too well and extensively recognized to require
expression here. The Members of the Society are aware
that they have had the advantage not only of his influential
aid in advocating the interests of the Society, but also of his
active labours in translating and editing one of the Society's
most interesting publications. So great a loss will not be
easily replaced.
Besides this very serious loss, death has deprived the
Society, during the past twelvemonth, of four other Mem-
bers. Meanwhile there has been an accession of ten new
Members. There have been two voluntary withdrawals
from the Society during the same period, to counterbalance
which two Members, who had previously withdrawn, have
rejoined it, paying up the arrears which had been allowed
to lapse.
The Balance Sheet at the foot of this Report, will show
that the funds of the Society are in a sound and wholesome
condition; the balance there recorded being free from any
outstanding accounts whatever, beyond that which is